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  JUVENILE   ORIGINAL   SUPPLEMENT 
 

EVENT DATA 
Agency ORI Number Incident Date/Time Region County Incident Summary Report Number 
FL0 298000 03-22-11 SW Hillsborough # 110325-000013, 000014, 

000017.  # 110327-000032. 
Time Dispatched (mil) Time Arrived (mil) Latitude/Longitude Other Agency Report Number 
                  FWSW11OFF2380 
Location: Big Cat Rescue, BCR, 12802 Easy Street, Citrus Park, Tampa, Hillsborough County, Florida 
Incident Type   Felony   Traffic Felony   Misdemeanor   Infraction   Federal Fishery Case   Other 
Identifier   Defendant  Co-Defendant   Witness   Victim  
First, MI, Last or Business   Male  Female DOB Residence Phone Citation # 
Big Cat Rescue Corporation       (  813  )  920  –  4130 
Address Cell Phone 

      

12802 Easy Street, Tampa, FL  33625  (       )       –       Statute/Rule Violation Number (s)   Evidence 
Identifier   Defendant  Co-Defendant   Witness   Victim 
First, MI, Last or Business   Male  Female DOB Residence Phone 
            (       )       –       
Address   Same as Above Cell Phone 

      

       (       )       –       Vehicle/Vessel Information 
Identifier   Defendant  Co-Defendant   Witness   Victim                      
First, MI, Last or Business   Male  Female DOB Residence Phone  Year  Make  Model  
            (       )       –       Tag/Registration/VIN or HIN # 
Address   Same as Above Cell Phone       
       (       )       –       Length/Color:       
 

NARRATIVE 
 

     On Tuesday, March 22, 2011, I received a complaint from the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (hereafter, referred to as FWC) Tampa Bay Regional Dispatch Center, 
alleging that Big Cat Rescue Corporation was feeding live-prey rabbits (domestic origin) to the entire 
inventory of predatory felids.  In addition to the receipt of this complaint, a multi-issue addendum to 
the complaint/alleged offense was provided concerning allegations at the Big Cat Rescue 
Corporation, 12802 Easy Street, Citrus Park, Tampa, Hillsborough County, Florida.    The additional 
issues  alleged were: Big Cat Rescue unlawfully imported three Bobcats, of wild origin, from the State 
of Alabama; Big Cat Rescue improperly performed wildlife rehabilitation to the three  
Bobcats, resulting in their abrupt death. 
     On Wednesday, March 23, 2011, I made contact with Hillsborough County Animal Services, 
Animal Cruelty Investigations, and confirmed that their department had received a similar complaint.  I 
was also advised by the Animal Services Director that FWC would be the lead agency in this 
investigation, citing that FWC is the agency that issues wildlife rehabilitation permits, that this issue 
involves the wildlife rehabilitative procedures,  and  that FWC regulates wildlife( the Bobcats were of 
wild origin).  I received documentation of correspondence,from the Hillsborough County Animal 
Services concerning this matter (deferred to FWC). 
     On Thursday, March 24, 2011, I spoke with Dr. Greg Gaj, of the United States Department of 
Agriculture,  Animal and Plant Health Inspections Services, Animal Care (USDA-APHIS-AC), and 
confirmed that his agency had received a similar complaint, re: E11-109.  Dr. Gaj stated that the 
Department would be loking into the allegations made in the complaint, and that they would defer the 
Wildlife Rehabilitation issues to FWC, citing that there would be a distinction made between animals 
present for wildlife rehabilitation, ie: Bobats, which were not on display and not regulated by USDA, 
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and the exhibited animals that are regulated by USDA-APHIS-AC. (It is to be noted that there are two 
separate and independent, FWC permitted functions at the Big Cat Rescue facility.  One function, is 
the commercial public display/exhibition of Class 1, 2 and 3 exotic mammals, in concert with USDA-
APHIS-AC, animal welfare regulation compliance.  The other function is an FWC-only  permitted 
activity of wildlife rehabilitation;  animals of indigenous wild origin species, undergo prepration for 
release into the wild.  In this case, the function of the wildlife rehabilitation process was to prepare 
and teach the orphaned Bobcat kittens to stalk, hunt, and feed from prey items, since they were not 
afforded the opportunity to learn from its’ parents or older siblings.) 
     On Friday, March 25, 2011, I spoke with the Felony Intake Division of the State Attorney’s Office, 
Hillsborough County, in  regards to the allegations of Animal Cruelty that were levied against Big Cat 
Rescue Corporation.  I was advised that the facts presented did not meet the burden of proof 
standard to substantiate a successful prosecution for Animal Cruelty. 
     On Wednesday, March 30, 2011, I was informed that the USDA-APHIS-AC Inspectors were on the 
Big Cat Rescue facility site conducting a “focused inspection” on the allegations made in the 
complaint  # E11-0109.  There were no findings of “non-compliance.”   In addition, Dr. Gaj determined 
that the practice of feeding live rabbits was only offered to the bobcats that were in the wildlife 
rehabilitation process (non-USDA-APHIS-AC regulated).  Dr. Gaj further advised that there was no 
feeding of live prey items to the regulated exhibition animals.  There were no live rabbits observed on 
the Big Cat Rescue facility during the inspection by the USDA-APHIS-AC personnel. 
     On Thursday, March 31, 2011,  I obtained confirmation from the FWC Legal Section that the 
practice of feeding live prey items to carnivores undergoing wildlife rehabilitation procedures , with the 
intention of release to the wild, is a documented and an acceptable industry procedure. 
     On Thursday, April 7, 2011, I conducted an unannounced on-site focused inspection at the Big Cat 
Rescue facility; specifically on the necropsy reports of the three deceased Bobcats, formerly under 
wildlife rehabilitation care.  I met with Ms. Carole Baskin and confirmed that the three Bobcats named 
“Midnight,” “Rain”, and “Storm”, were deceased.  I reviewed the necropsy reports that had been 
performed by Ehrlich Animal Hospital, Tampa; the veterinarian of record for the Big Cat Rescue 
Corporation.  Bobcat “Storm” passed away on September 18, 2010, due to a congenital heart 
disease, ie: thickening of the heart muscle walls/suspected cardiomyopathy.  Bobcat “Rain” passed 
away on December 17, 2010, due to a ruptured duodenum at the junction with the pancreas.  The 
congenital heart disease issue was noted on this Bobcat as well.  Bobcat “Midnight ” passed away on 
February 28, 2011, from a Parvoviral enteritis infection, known as Feline Panleukopenia.  (It is to be 
noted that the three Bobcats were deceased approximately one month before the initial complaint 
concerning the feeding of live prey was made).  I requested to see the food preparation/storage area 
of the facility, specifically the rabbit containment area.  There were no live rabbits, or live prey items 
observed (as there were no animals present under wildlife rehabilitation.)  Ms. Baskin advised that the 
live rabbits, which were commercially produced for food purposes, had been returned alive to the 
vendor.  Ms. Baskins stated that the live prey items, specifically, live rabbits were only provided to the 
Bobcats under wildlife rehabilitation procedures, once per week.    
     The allegation of unlawful interstate wildlife commerce, ie: Unlawful interstate transport of wildlife 
without an import transport is unfounded.   Carole Baskin, dba: Big Cat Rescue, 12802 Easy Street, 
Tampa, FL, made written application for a Florida Captive Wildlife Transport Permit, re: # 10-174CW, 
on April 21, 2010, via facsimile.  The approved FL Captive Wildlife Transport Permit was issued to 
Carole Baskin, dba: Big Cat Rescue, on April 23, 2010 (with an expiration date of June 7, 2010). 
     The allegation of improper wildlife rehabilitation practices can not be substantiated. 
      
This concludes the report of investigation. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 
Number of Investigative Miles Number of Investigative Vessel Hours Total Number of Investigative Hours 
35       14 
Photograph(s) By (Print) Date 
           
I swear the above statement is correct and true to the best of my knowledge and belief. Sworn to and subscribed before me, the undersigned authority this 

   day of                          ,  20                  
Officer's Signature  ID# Date   

Deputy of the Court, Notary, or Law En orcement Officer Signature Lt. Steve DeLacure 0507 04-19-11        
Officer's Name  ID# Date  Print Name 

 

Agency Phone / Cell Phone: (       )       –         /   (       )       –       
                    
Reviewed By (Print) Date   Reviewer's Signature ID#  
 


