
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam 
 
 
Rabbit scrambles, in which rabbits are injured and may die from the mishandling of young children let loose 
upon them in a hysterical mob, must end.  Once captured the rabbits are, for the most part, held by their ears.  
The tiny muscles holding the ear to the head are designed to help move the ears in multiple directions, not to 
bear the weight of the rabbit.  This holding technique is doubtless painful for the helpless rabbit, and is likely to 
result in tearing of those muscles.  Some rabbits are grabbed, and even carried, by a hind limb, which can 
easily result in fracture of the spine or limb.  Another technique is to grab the rabbit by the skin of its back.  This 
results in tearing of the muscles holding the skin to the body and is doubtless very painful.  The children at 
rabbit scrambles are encouraged to commit animal abuse and are learning that cruelty to animals is not only 
acceptable, it is "fun" and desirable. They deliberately and willfully cause fear, pain, and bodily harm to the 
rabbits…but they're little kids. It's the adults who bring them who are responsible.  
 
All adults bringing a child to a rabbit scramble should be charged with animal abuse and whatever law applies 
in their state for encouraging children to commit crimes.  Also, the organizations that sponsor rabbit scrambles 
should be charged with animal abuse.   
 
Finally, in watching videos of rabbit scrambles it is apparent that some of the children do not want to 
participate…they are crying and resisting chasing after the rabbits.  Instead of allowing the children to not 
participate, the parents push them into the melee anyway, doubtless causing psychological harm to the 
children.  This will especially be the case for children who did not want to participate and who eventually, with 
the help of their parents, catch a rabbit who subsequently dies of its injuries. 
 
I hope you will address this matter with the serious attention it needs.  It is not a joke.  It is willful, deliberate 
animal cruelty. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sharon L. Crowell-Davis DVM, PhD, DACVB 
Professor of Behavioral Medicine 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
University of Georgia 
Athens, Ga 30602 
scrowell@uga.edu 
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MISSISSIPPI ETHICS COMMISSION  
P. O. BOX 22746  
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39225-2746   
 
COMPLAINT  

ississippi Rabbit Scramble
 
M  
 

I, Linda Sue Malie file this complaint along with support of 59,670 Petitioners alleging the Tippah County Fair is 
in violation of state animal cruelty laws and that Sean Akins -Tippah County Attorney for the Board of 
Supervisors, the County Board of Supervisors and Sheriff Karl Gaillard are not enforcing those laws while 
appearing to favor inhumane treatment of animals.  
 
Every August the Tippah County (Mississippi) Fair provides a cruel event called the Rabbit Scramble 
where organizers release baby and young rabbits into a dirt arena encouraging small children 2-5 yrs old to 
chase and terrorize the rabbits while catching them in any manor they can without any regard for the animals 
welfare.  Not only is this event terrifying and painful for the rabbits, but it can cause lasting damage including 
broken ear cartilage, fractured spines, and can even cause the skin to separate from the rabbits' backs. 
 
Rabbits have fragile bones that break easily.  As prey animals - being chased is one of the worst things you 
could do to them, not only do they have to survive being chased while literally running for their lives, they are 
improperly handled, pulled on, accidentally stepped on, flailed around by their ears or scruffed by the skin of 
their back, all resulting in terrifying fear and pain.  
Chasing them will be very stressful and fearful for rabbits and any animal. It leads to the excretion of stress 
hormones, catecholamine and corticosteroids. This hormone will increase the heart rate and can lead to 
sudden death of the rabbit and the stress from the events can cause other illness. 
 
Carrying a rabbit by the ears damages the cartilage that supports the ears, and, because the body is 
suspended without support, can easily fracture the rabbit’s spine, leading to paralysis. Scruffing, is another 
dangerous practice, especially without supporting the rabbit’s back, as it can also fracture the rabbit’s spine 
when the rabbit kicks”. When you lift a rabbit by the scruff, the skin is torn loose from the muscle tissue.  

http://www.medirabbit.com/EN/Surgery/Restraint/Handling.htm 
 
http://www.rabbit.org/journal/5-2/scruffing.html 

The event clearly breaches Mississippi State Statute 97-41-5, which forbids the inhumane carrying of 
animals by vehicle or hand. 
 
Adults involved should be held responsible for violating Statute 97-41-5.  Children are seen being 
taught to commit cruelty to animals. 

2.  As set forth below;  
Mississippi does not provide any exemptions to their animal cruelty laws which cover torturing and unjustifiably 
injuring Any Living Creature. 
  
Ti
 
§

tle 97. Crimes. Chapter 41. Cruelty to Animals. 

 97-41-5. Carrying in a cruel manner 

If any person shall carry, or cause to be carried by hand or in or upon any vehicle or other conveyance, any 

 

creature other than a dog or cat in a cruel or inhuman manner, he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

http://www.rabbit.org/journal/5-2/scruffing.html


 

§ 97-41-15. Maliciously injuring livestock 
(1) Any person who shall maliciously, either out of a spirit of revenge or wanton cruelty, or who shall 
mischievously kill, maim or wound, or injure any livestock, or cause any person to do the same, shall be guilty 
of a felony and upon conviction, shall be committed to the custody of the State Department of Corrections for 
not less than twelve (12) months nor more than five years, and fined an amount not less than One Thousand 
Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00), nor more than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00). 

(2) In addition to any such fine or imprisonment which may be imposed, the court shall order that restitution be 
made to the owner of any animal listed in subsection (1) of this section. The measure for restitution in money 
shall be the current replacement value of such loss and/or the actual veterinarian fees, special supplies, loss of 
income and other costs incurred as a result of actions in violation of subsection (1) of this section. 
(3) For purposes of this section, the term "livestock" shall mean horses, cattle, swine, sheep and other 
domestic animals produced for profit. 
 
 
According to WTVA News article and djournal.com, Tippah County Attorney Sean Akins released the 
following statement regarding the rabbit scramble.  

“Sean Akins, lawyer for Tippah County, denied a request for comment at the Fair, but sent a statement through 
email addressing the controversy. 

In the statement, he said county officials received numerous calls and emails regarding the Rabbit Scramble. 
Tippah County recognized their right to disagree and “appreciates their interest in improving our county.” 

“The Tippah County Fair Association appreciates the concern for the rabbits and is equally interested in the 
health and safety of the animals at the Fair,” the statement read. “Neither the Fair Association nor any county 
officials condone the abuse of animals. The Fair Association has put measures in place that are intended to 
permit the children to enjoy the event while protecting the animals.”  The statement also said there would be a 
demonstration on how to properly hold and carry the rabbits, but no physical demonstration was shown on 
Thursday”.   
Attorney Sean Akins broke that promise. 
https://djournal.com/news/tippah-county-fair-makes-efforts-better-rabbit-care-petition-ban-surfaces/ 

 
August 11, 2016 Tippah Rabbit Scramble. The rabbits were again seen mishandled and terrified, 
kicked, dropped (some more than once) hung by their necks, hung by improper dangling under front 
legs while severely kicking and trying to escape, all before being shoved into small postal boxes 
appearing to have no air holes, box seen being held shut by child. Accuweather.com states the 
temperature in Ripley MS was 90 degrees.  
 
The article has been removed from the WTVA news website  
http://www.wtva.com/news/Rabbit_scramble_sparks_controversy_.html#sthash.1LzZycnc.dpuf 
you may view a pdf at the following link: 
http://causes.worldpeacemeet.com/causes/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/WTVA.com-Rabbit-scramble-
sparks.pdf 
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In the attached videos you can see rabbits frantically kicking and flailing being dropped and picked up then ran 
with being dangled by the ears still struggling, you see more rabbits kicking and flailing from fear while being 
painfully dangled by their ears by children running and screaming, rabbits fighting for their life. You can see 
another violently being dropped resulting in a state of shock unable to move (most likely a result of the back 
being broken or spine injured).  
While grown adults do nothing smiling, encouraging and praising this behavior being taught to them and one 
parent seen literally forcing a child to participate when not interested.  
Teaching kids to commit animal abuse and cruelty is not acceptable and the adults should be charged for 
these heinous acts.   
 
In the Fair photos you see rabbits with budging eyes which is a symptom of fear or pain - a rabbit being hung 
by its throat and dangled by their ears kicking while the children run and scream. Some of the rabbits have 
distended abdomen's which may be signs of being pregnant, which worsens this cruelty to yet another level.  
Frightened rabbits kick, bite and scratch out of fear which can also result in children being injured. 
 
According to News articles, the Tippah County Fair Rabbit Scrambles have been going on since the year 2000.   
This event appears to be willful, intentional animal cruelty being taught by the adults running this fair and by the 
children’s parents.  To date, there has not been a  press release, response or statement given by the Fair or 
Authority from the County that this barbaric cruel event has been cancelled for August 2017. 
 
It is unknown how many rabbits have suffered trauma, injuries, broken backs or died from fear with heart 
attacks as a result of these barbaric torturous events however, to any knowledgeable rabbit person there is no 
doubt these rabbits have suffered severe injuries or death from this unspeakably cruel event where there can 
be few survivors. If they do survive it is our opinion it will not be for long because the stress will cause illness or 
the injuries death. 
 
“Teaching children compassion towards animals is a responsibility we all share. Please call on the 
Tippah County Sheriff, Attorney Sean Akins, County Board of Supervisors, Lieutenant Governor, Fair 
officials and Fair organizers on replacing the unconscionable, intrinsically cruel “Rabbit Scramble” 
with humane family bonding events like tug-of-war, sack rack, apple bobbing, relay races, and more”. 
 
Rabbit Scrambles have been shut down in other states due to pressure from USDA.  Oregon 
http://rabbit.org/please-speak-out-against-animal-scramble/ 
 
http://www.eugeneweekly.com/article/cruel-rabbit-roundup 
 
Rabbit scrambles cause unreasonable risk of terror, shock and injury to animals.  
Rabbit found with broken Jaw and missing tail.   
http://www.eugeneweekly.com/20130613/news-briefs/bad-chase-bunnies-rodeo 
 
California -  Shark shuts down cruel barnyard scramble. 
http://www.sharkonline.org/index.php/shark-blog/1312-victory-shark-shuts-down-cruel-barnyard-scramble 
 
 
27 states have laws that ban giving away rabbits as prizes.  The FBI Now Considers Animal 
Abuse a Class A Felony. 
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Please see attached Expert Opinion of Sharon L. Crowell-Davis DVM, PhD, DACVB, Professional Vet and 
Biology references, a CD with videos, photos, news articles, links, printed photos and news articles. 
 
 
Respectfully,  
 
For The Rabbits 
Linda Sue 
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	27 states have laws that ban giving away rabbits as prizes.  The FBI Now Considers Animal Abuse a Class A Felony.



