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On January 29, 2015, I accompanIed the lauderdale County Sherriff's Deputies and Animal Control 

Officers to the property located on lauderdale County 200. Once there, I immediately identified 

multiple horses who were malnourished and in an emaciated state. As I walked among the horses, 

more than half of the horses were scored at a body condition, score (BCS) of 3 or less on a scale where 1 

is completely emaciated and 9 is obese. A buckskin filly and small black donkey were immediately 

scored at a BCS of 1. There were no animals wh~se BCS was in the normal range of 5. One horse had a 

previous injury and was walking on the anterior surface of the lower limb instead of the plantar surface 

of the hoof as normal. It was recommended that this animal be humanely destroyed. It was my general 

recommendation that all livestock be removed from the property. 

I walked through the house with a deputy where multiple dogs were being housed in wire cages among 

the trash and filth that filled the house. Their general living condition was described as deplorable. The 

bird cages were filled with fecal material and spilled seed. They had not been properly cleaned in some 

time. There was a German Shepherd Bitch in a small cage with two puppies housed in the kitchen 

among the trash piled everywhere. Although the animals in the house appeared to be in good body 

condition, due to the unacceptable living conditions I recommended that these animals be removed 

from the property. 

Deputy Davis and I then walked through the rabbit enclosure. Upon entering the enclosure the strong 

stench of ammonia was overwhelming. There were 161 rabbits in this space with little to no ventilation. 

The heat source for this area was multiple space heaters on the floor that were covered in hair, feces 

and dust creating a fire hazard. The floor of the enclosure was a dirt floor covered in rabbit feces and 

urine. Underneath the rows of rabbit cages were piles of rabbit excrement that were no less than 12 

inches in depth. Some of the rabbit cages had excrement piled in the cages. Many of the rabbits had 

visible skin conditions and one of the larger rabbits was observed to be unwell. The filthy conditions 

that these animals were living in can lead to dermatologic, parasitic, as well as respiratory conditions. It 

is for these reasons that I recommended that ALL animals be removed from the property as promptly as 

possible. 
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