
Little Miracles Rabbit Rescue 
2308 Auburn Ave 
Atco, NJ 08004 

(Township of Waterford, Camden County) 
 
Continuation sheet for inspection conducted on August 16, 2012 by Linda Frese 
and Renee Cirillo, New Jersey Department of Health, and James Perry, Camden 
County Department of Health. 
 
Section 8:23A Deficiency 
 
1.2 (b) A certificate of local health inspection was not prominently 
 displayed at the facility. 
 
1.2 (c) The back area of the small animal room is currently under 
 construction, and is intended to be used as a new isolation 
 room, or other separate animal holding area.  Outdoor enclosures 
 are also being installed.  Plans have not yet been received by the 
 Camden County Health Department for these renovations and 
 new construction.  Plans must be submitted to the local health 
 authority for review and approval for both indoor and outdoor 
 renovations and improvements before construction and operation 
 begins.  A schematic showing the layout and operation of the 
 ventilation system used for the isolation room must also be 
 submitted in the plans to the local health authority.  The ventilation 
 in an isolation room must exhaust directly to the outdoors and 
 must not mix with the air of the general population.  Permits and 
 approvals must also be received from the local municipal code 
 official as required for new construction and renovations.  Please 
 submit plans to the local health authority within 2 weeks of the 
 date of this inspection.  
 
 1.3 (a) A new air conditioning unit has been installed inside the facility, 
 but is leaking water onto the floor.  This unit must be properly 
 drained or repaired to prevent such leakage onto the floor. 
 
1.3 (c) The rabbit food container is now covered, but alfalfa and hay is 
 stored in uncovered containers unprotected from contamination.  
 
1.3 (f) The clothes dryer exhaust is being temporarily discharged into a 
 small water filtration device connected with plastic flexible tubing.  
 Please consult with the local building code official regarding the 
 proper metal exhaust tubing and elbows required for clothes 
 dryers to prevent a fire hazard.   
 
 The facility is currently being reorganized, but at the time of this 
 inspection, several donated items, different than the donated 
 items noted during the last inspection were in the middle of the 
 floor in front of the of the main office, which is the main walkway 
 between the two animal rooms at the facility. 
  
 



1.4 (d) The caging in the main rabbit room has been rearranged to permit 
 better illumination of the primary enclosures where rabbits are 
 housed.  The lighting in the small animal room is still insufficient to 
 view the bottom cages of the stacked cage units located against 
 the inside wall of this room.  Several light bulbs throughout the 
 facility were not working and were in need of replacement.  
 
1.4 (f) The floors in the isolation room are stained and are not impervious 
 to moisture.  All interior building surfaces shall be constructed and 
 maintained so that they are impervious to moisture and may be 
 readily cleaned.  
 
1.5 (e) Outdoor enclosures are being erected that consist of sand as 
 flooring material. Surfaces of outdoor enclosures shall be 
 constructed and maintained so that they are impervious to 
 moisture and may be readily cleaned and disinfected; run off from 
 outdoor enclosures must be properly disposed of as required by 
 the municipal sewerage authority.  Please submit plans to the 
 local heath authority, as well as the municipal code official if 
 required, for approval before construction of these enclosures 
 continues. 
 
1.6 (a) Animal enclosures are not maintained in good repair.  The 
 wooden painted cages designated as “the condos” have chewed 
 and worn surfaces and are unable to be properly cleaned and 
 disinfected.  If new cages are going to be constructed that include 
 a self contained drainage system as explained by the owner 
 during the previous inspection, a copy of the plans should be 
 submitted to the local health authority to ensure compliance with 
 State and local rules, regulations, and ordinances. 
 
1.6 (a)4. Some rabbits are unable to remain clean and dry due to the 
 amount of excreta in their primary enclosures.  The rabbit 
 enclosures in the main rabbit room were not cleaned often enough 
 to prevent the rabbits from becoming contaminated with their own 
 urine and feces, or the urine and feces of the other rabbits housed 
 in the same enclosure. 
 
1.6 (d) Wire boxes were being constructed to hold rabbits during the 
 cleaning process.  These holding boxes must be constructed in 
 such a manor as to prevent injury to or escape of the rabbits 
 placed  in them. 
 
1.7 (a) Hay used as food for the rabbits that is placed inside litter 
 receptacles is not discarded and replaced on a daily basis as 
 required.  Upon arrival, inspectors noted that rabbits had no 
 pellet type food in their enclosures.  Almost all the rabbits were 
 jumping on their enclosure doors excitedly awaiting their food 
 rations.  During the previous inspection, inspectors were told that 
 pellet type food is only given every other day.  Rabbits must be 
 fed at least once each day.  Food from the previous day shall 
 be discarded and fresh food supplied daily.    



 
1.7 (b) Food, particularly hay, is placed in the litter boxes for the rabbits to 
 eat.  This hay is contaminated with excreta and is not discarded 
 and replaced on a daily basis as required in 1.7 (a) above.  The 
 sugar glider housed at the facility was being fed a type of pellet 
 food that was stored in a Nestlé’s Quick container.  The owner of 
 the facility did not know what type of food was in the container, so 
 inspectors were unable to determine if the sugar glider was being 
 fed an appropriate diet.  Food shall be free from contamination, 
 wholesome, palatable, and of sufficient quantity and nutritional 
 value to meet the normal daily requirements for the condition and 
 size of the animal.  
 
1.7 (d) Hay used as food for the rabbits is placed inside the litter boxes 
 and quickly becomes contaminated by excreta.  Containers of 
 food shall be accessible to animals and shall be located so as to 
 minimize contamination by excreta.  Hay racks designed for 
 feeding purposes and properly secured inside cages to prevent 
 injury to the animals, may be used to prevent contamination of 
 hay.   
 
1.7 (e) Feeding pans are not cleaned and disinfected on a daily basis as 
 required.  Rabbit food was placed in the food bowls that had been 
 left in the enclosure since the previous feeding. 
 
1.7 (h) Upon arrival, inspectors noted that some water bottles were 
 completely empty. Water must be accessible to animal at all 
 times, unless contraindicated by the supervising veterinarian.  
 Water bottles are not cleaned on a daily basis.  Some of the water 
 bottles contained a green film.  Receptacles for water must be 
 cleaned daily.   
 
1.8 (a) Excreta is not removed from primary enclosures often enough to 
 prevent contamination of the animals contained therein, and to 
 control odors.  At the time of inspection, there was a strong urine 
 odor in the main rabbit room. 
   
1.8 (b) Primary enclosures are not cleaned often enough to prevent an 
 accumulation of debris and excreta.  At the time of this inspection, 
 there was an excessive amount of excreta and debris on cage 
 floors and resting benches in enclosures of rabbits that are not 
 litter trained. 
 
1.8 (c) Cages and hard surfaced pens are not cleaned and disinfected on 
 a daily basis.  During this inspection, no cages were cleaned 
 during the hours that inspectors were on the premises.  There 
 were no disinfectants currently being used in animal enclosures.  
 The only disinfectant on the premises was a small bottle of bleach, 
 but inspectors were told that disinfectants will not be used in 
 animal enclosures.  Floors are not disinfected on a daily basis.  All 
 floors, animal enclosures and other pens or holding areas must be 
 cleaned and disinfected on a daily basis.  Urine encrusted stains 



 in primary enclosures and litter receptacles must be thoroughly 
 scrubbed to remove the stains before the final disinfection 
 process. 
 
 Inspectors were told that steam cleaners will be purchased to 
 clean and disinfect primary enclosures.  There are many steam 
 cleaners available on the market, but not all steam cleaners 
 produce enough heat to generate steam that is sufficient to 
 destroy microorganisms.  It is strongly recommended that the 
 steam cleaner purchased is certified by the Federal EPA for 
 disinfection purposes.   
  
1.9 (a) Records must be made available regarding the treatment of 
 animals at the facility, such as daily medical logs indicating the 
 type of treatment provided and the duration of treatment.  There 
 were several animals in the isolation room at the time of this 
 inspection, but only one animal, a guinea pig named Bippy, had a 
 medical chart indicating the daily medication this animal was to 
 receive.  There were several missed days of medication for this 
 guinea pig according to the medical chart on the animal’s cage. 
 Evidence of veterinary examinations and site visits with 
 documented findings must also be made available to inspectors.  
 These records are required to document compliance with the 
 provisions of this act.  A medical folder was being developed at 
 the time of this inspection for use in the isolation room that will 
 show the treatment each animal is receiving and the reason for 
 the animal’s isolation. 
 
1.9 (g) Multiple items, including a dishwasher was stored in the isolation 
 room at the time of this inspection. There were several animal 
 carriers stored in the isolation room that contained hay, feces, and 
 other materials that had not been cleaned out. 
 
 The isolation room is not to be used for any purpose other than 
 the segregation of animals with signs of communicable disease. 
 All items that are being stored in the isolation room must be 
 removed, cleaned and disinfected, or disposed of if the item can 
 not be disinfected, and appropriately stored elsewhere to prevent 
 contamination. 
 
 Animals that were not exhibiting or being treated for signs of 
 communicable disease were housed in the isolation room at the 
 time of this inspection.  There were no daily treatment logs or 
 other records showing that animals housed in the isolation room 
 were being treated for a communicable disease.   
  
1.13 (a) Some animals housed at the facility did not have proper records at 
 the time of this inspection.  There were several cages that did not 
 have cage cards or other identifying  information for the animals 
 contained in the enclosures.  
  



 All animals housed at the shelter must have  proper records 
 indicating the date the animal arrived, description of the animal, 
 breed, age, and sex; name of the owner or person from whom 
 the animal was acquired, and the final disposition of the animal 
 when the animal dies or otherwise leaves the facility.  
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